To get the full benefit of the cocaine, the mixture should not be made till required for use.
It should be applied to the centre of the cavity with a camel-hair pencil, or, better still, on a minute ball of cotton-wool, not larger than the head of a carpet pin. Great care must be taken to avoid any excess oozing out on to the surrounding mucous structures, and the cavity should be sealed, either with warm wax or a pledget of cotton dipped on a saturated solution of gum mastic in alchohol. This application is seldom attended with much discomfort, and in a period varying from 4 to 12 hours the nerve is sufficiently devitalized to allow of mastication, and the tooth is ready for the subsequent operation of filling.
I need scarcely add that the sooner the major operation is taken^ in hand after the destruction of the nerve, the easier it is to obtain that perfectly aseptic condition essential to a successful filling. 
